
INTRODUCTION
From great job and career prospects to the power to inspire a whole generation, there are very few careers  

in the world that offer the personal pride, reward and satisfaction teaching can offer. By inspiring and  

supporting the next generation, teachers have a profound impact on society and there are very few professions will  

provide a personal sense of achievement as much as teaching.

Due to an ever-growing population, the need for teachers has never been greater. Despite all our recent  

technological advances and the threat these now pose to certain job markets, teaching is one of the careers 

that is still in demand and there is no sign this will change. 

Teaching is a skill that is needed around the globe and, with an increasingly mobile population due to  

globalization, international schools or schools that service expat communities outside of the UK are growing 

in size and number.

Within education there are many opportunities for career progression, from starting as a teacher to becoming 

the Head of a Department or a Headteacher, there are many routes you can take to progress your career.  

You can also work for publications and researchers specialised in teaching methods and materials, become 

a private tutor or, as mentioned above, travel the world teaching. If you are looking for a career with serious 

growth prospects, becoming a teacher will most certainly fit the bill.

The rewards from undertaking this programme are many. You will develop a clearer understanding of your  

attributes and have an appreciation of, and preparation for, future career pathways. Athletes undertaking 

something different outside their sport have shown improved mental well-being, and often improved  

performance in their sport itself.
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P R O G R A M M E  O U T L I N E

FROM A PROFESSIONAL ATHLETE TO  
A CAREER IN EDUCATION – PS2E
A UNIQUE PROGRAMME IN COLLABORATION WITH  

SIMON SINCL AIRE .  DIRECTOR OF SPORT AT BEDFORD MODERN SCHOOL
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WHAT ARE THE ADVANTAGES OF OUR UNIQUE PROGRAMME COMPARED  

WITH OTHER EDUCATION PROGRAMMES
Our bespoke service allows you to achieve the programme at a pace that suits your present career  

commitments and ambitions.

You will be supported by one of our Professional and Personal Tutors within every aspect of the course and 

throughout the entire programme. We are here to answer any questions and make sure you successfully 

complete the programme.

You will develop a coherent understanding of your attributes and skills and and have a clear view of for your 

future pathway. During this programme we will set up your essential PERSONAL PORTFOLIO OF EVIDENCE 

which will include a crafted CV, personal statement; an overview of your unique attributes and transferable 

skills; your existing professional or academic qualifications and other achievements relevant to your future.

PS2E PROGRAMME STAGES

STAGE 1:  TASTER DAYS
The one to three days will be held at an accredited school in the UK and will include teaching observations in 

subjects of interest. The taster day/s will include:

. Coaching and observing different sports

. Shadowing differnt staff members and be able to have relevant questions answered

. Safeguarding training

. Mock interviews

. Application letters

. Meeting with Senior Leadership Team

. Sharing your professional journey with students

STAGE 2:  WORK EXPERIENCE PROGRAMME
Having decided to progress to stage 2 you will have the opportunity to enrole in a 12-day-programme  which 

again will be held at an accredited school in the UK and will include:

. Includes accredited course in safeguarding plus further options

. Genuine work experience and access to head teacher and other staff

. Structured recording of experience

. Can include a reflective essay for a Certificate in Education (level 4/5)

. Inclusion in portfolio of evidence

. Advice/mentoring for future job applications
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During this programme and with the support of your personal professional tutor you will be able to  

devlope your PERSONAL PORTFOLIO OF EVIDENCE. This will include your essential CV, personal profile  

and statement, an overview of your unique attributes and transferable skills; your existing and professional 

and/or academic qualifications and other achievements relevant to your future pathway. It will also include 

the reflective practice on your teaching experience during this programme. Whilst setting up your PERSONAL 

PORTFOLIO OF EVIDENCE with us you will also develop your interview, communication and presentation 

skills.

ON COMPLETION OF THIS PROGRAMME, YOU WILL HAVE
You will gain a real desire to make a difference and help others succeed. Teaching leaves a lasting legacy  

because the pupils you teach today will be the leaders, innovators and thinkers or tomorrow.

This programme will lead to a fulfilling career, providing plenty of opportunity for personal development. Not 

only can you be a great teacher but you can be a great leader, mentor and public speaker too. You will identify 

the importance of leadership and making a difference. You will be able to positively influence at a personal, 

team, organisational, and external level.

This course is designed to develop and improve the leadership skills of professional athletes and ex-athletes, in 

any setting. You will benefit from building greater self-confidence, understanding your transferable skills and 

their ability to lead. You will analyse your own leadership style, and will explore ways in which you can gain 

visibility as an effective leader by learning to boost team performance through team alignment, influence and 

unity. A valuable and proven programme in preparation for the next career step.
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THREE PROGRESSION ROUTES

ROUTE 1

IF YOU HAVE ALREADY A  PRIMARY DEGREE
If you have a primary degree we can apply directly to SHEFFIELD UNIVERSITY for a place on the IPGCE  

(see IPGCE COURSE CURICULUM), or gain a teaching post and undertake the PGCE DIRECT ENTRY as part 

of your role. 

ROUTE 2

GAINING TEACHING QUALIFICATION
If you would like to gain a teaching qualification we offer the level 4/5 CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION, which 

will earn you a QTLS  (Qualified Teacher’s Learning Skills)

ROUTE 3

ENROLE ONTO A PGCE IN LEADERSHIP 
We offer a bespoke PGCE programme (see PGCERT IN LEADERSHIP on www.futuresmart.uk) for  

Professional Athletes which once completed will allow you to enrole onto the IPGCE (International Post Grad-

uation Certificate / Level 7) at SHEFFIELD UNIVERSITY  

IPGCE COURSE CURRICULUM . SHEFFIELD UNIVERSIT Y ONLINE PROGRAMME

LEARNING AND TEACHING
The course is fully online. An introductory period during the first weeks of the course consists of reflective 

tasks, learning to use the library and online discussions, setting the expectations for the rest of the programme 

and ensuring all students begin the first module on a similar footing. Teaching and learning takes place at a 

variety of levels.

PERSONAL SUPERVISION & INDEPENDENT STUDY
Each student is assigned a personal supervisor. Your supervisor will advise on assignment proposals and drafts, 

and mark your work.

Independent study is fundamental to the course. You’ll critically engage with, reflect on and formulate per-

spectives on important issues and debates concerning teaching, schools and other teaching institutions, and 

explore education from relevant academic and other literatures.

INTERACTIVE COLLABORATION
Because nearly all students on the course are professionals – at varying stages in their careers – we actively 

encourage students to connect with each other and share their learning and reflections through interactive, 

scheduled discussions. Using both real-time and asynchronous communication tools, our students share and 

explore current developments in education, programme-specific materials, and their own progressing work 

and development. 
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COURSE MODULES

MODULE 1 EDUCATION, TEACHING AND LEARNING 

This module will provide you with a solid grounding in the general principles of pedagogy, from a range of dif-

ferent theoretical perspectives, and will explore key topics such as aspects of teaching, planning, assessment, 

policy, classroom management, special educational needs, learner motivation and learner autonomy.

Through guided reading, structured discussions and the use of other online materials, you will explore educa-

tional practice and issues particularly related to both your context and your teaching subject, comparing and 

contrasting your own experiences with those of other course participants and the literature, leading to critical 

reflection on yourself as an educational practitioner, and, ultimately, to the development of new educational 

practice. Module one is assessed via two pieces of work (each 3,000 words).

MODULE 2 PRACTICE-BASED INQUIRY
This module provides you with the opportunity to devise and carry out a small scale research study on a topic 

relevant to your own practice.

Supported by guided readings and online discussions surrounding research methods, methodology,  

ethics and the evaluation and writing up of research data, you will be able to reflect on your practice through 

the process of original research, culminating in a research report. The module gives you the opportunity to  

explore opportunities for change in your own context, typically at a classroom or institutional level, enabling 

you to base innovation on reading, research, and reflection. Module two consists of a report on a small-scale 

research project (equivalent to 6,000 words).

ASSESSMENT
Module one is assessed via two pieces of work (each 3,000 words). Module two consists of a report on a small-

scale research project (equivalent to 6,000 words).

PROGRAMME INFORMATION

STARTING DATE: PERSONAL PORTFOLIO OF EVIDENCE can be initiated immediately

  Taster day programme September 2021 (TBC)
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S O M E  E N D O R S E M E N T S

WE LET OUR STUDENTS TALK FOR US
FEEDBACK FROM PROFESSIONAL AND EX-PROFESSIONAL ATHLETES 

“FUTURESMART created a bespoke studying option for me that allowed me to learn and develop 

around a busy job and family life. Their team support and challenge you to achieve your goal.” 

Carole’s passion for teaching and experience in Higher Education help

support your learning objectives and personal development.”

CHRIS BELL 
WASPS, SALE, LEEDS, HARLEQUINS

FUTURESMART PGCERT IN LEADERSHIP
STUDYING MA PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE EDUCATION AT NORTHUMBRIA UNIVERSITY

HEAD OF COMMERCIAL, LUTON TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB

“A brilliant service throughout, providing an individual approach to meet the needs of a  

professional athlete and meet their expectations.”

ROWENA BIRCH
GB JUDO . OLYMPIAN 1996, EUROPIEAN JUDO CHAMPION 1994
HOLISTIC FINANCIAL ADVISER, PRESTFIELD WEALTH MANAGEMENT

“Exceptional 1 on 1 care and attention, both in the planning of the course and the support all 

the way throughout. FUTURSMART helped me improve my skill sets and allow my confidence to 

grow for the new challenges ahead. They offer so many options and give the individual bespoke 

service for every person. I 100% recommend FUTURESMART as I wouldn’t have

achieved my distinction at Masters without them.”

EORL CRABTREE
ENGLAND, HUDDERSFIELD GIANTS
STUDYING PGCERT IN LEADERSHIP

“Exceptional 1 on 1 care and attention, both in the planning of the course and the support all 

the way throughout. FUTURSMART helped me improve my skill sets and allow my confidence 

to grow for the new challenges ahead. They offer so many options and give the individual be-

spoke service for every person. I 100% recommend FUTURESMART as I wouldn’t have

achieved my distinction at Masters without them.”

PAUL HODGSON
ENGLAND, LONDON IRISH, WORCESTER WARRIORS
FUTURESMART PGCERT IN LEADERSHIP, MA PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE IN EDUCATION AT NORTHUMBRIA UNIVERSITY
HEAD OF COMMERCIAL, LUTON TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB


